THE TRUE GEORGE WASHINGTON

named Mount Vernon by Lawrence, in honor of
Admiral Vernon, under whom he had served at
Carthagena. After the death of Lawrence, the estate
of twenty-five hundred acres came under Washing-
ton's management, and from 1754 it was his home,
as it had been practically even in his brother's life.

Twice Washington materially enlarged the house
at Mount Vernon, the first time in 1760 and the
second in 1785, and a visitor reports, what his host
must have told him, that" its a pity he did not build
a new one at once, for it has cost him nearly as
much to repair his old one." These alterations
consisted in the addition of a banquet-hall at one
end (by far the finest room in the house), and a
library and dining-room at the other, with the addi-
tion of an entire story to the whole.

The grounds, too, were very much improved. A
fine approach, or bowling green, was laid out, a
" botanical garden/1 a "shrubbery," and greenhouses
were added, and in every way possible the place was
improved A deer paddock was laid out and stocked,
gifts of Chinese pheasants and geese, French par-
tridges, and guinea-pigs were sent him, and were
gratefully acknowledged, and from all the world
over came curious, useful, or beautiful plants.

The original tract did not satisfy the ambition of
the farmer, and from the time he came into the pos-
session of Mount Vernon he was a persistent pur-
chaser of lands adjoining the property. In 1760 he
bargained with one Clifton for "a tract called Brents,"
of eighteen hundred and six acres, but after the
agreement was closed the seller, "-under pretence ofrations, I shall
